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SOCIETY EVENTS AND MEETINGS
● SOCIETY CHICKEN BBQ DINNER DURING ELMA COMMUNITY DAY on Sunday,
June 12 at Senior Center in Elma Village Green Park. Dinners are $15, and will be
served starting at 12:00-noon; eat in or take out.
● Sunday, June 12 from 12:00-noon to 3:00-pm, our museums will be open during the
Annual Car Show on Elma Community Day at the Village Green. We will also hold a FLAG
DISPOSAL CEREMONY at 1:00-pm at our Barn Museum. Ceremony will be conducted
by members of Abigail Fillmore Chapter of the DAR, and sponsored by the Town of
Elma; Rademacher VFW Post 5861 & its Auxiliary; and Elma Historical Society. Scouts
from Annunciation Church will assist. The public is welcome. Old flags may be dropped
off at the museum.
● JUNE MEMBERSHIP PICNIC-MEETING WITH OFFICER INSTALLATION on Monday,
June 13 at 5:00-pm at Shelter #1 near the Senior Center in Elma Village Green Park.
Grilled hot dogs, chips, and beverages will be served picnic-style to members and
invited guests starting at 5:00-pm. Installation of officers will follow the meal. Please
RSVP by June 8 to Eileen at 652-0648. Bring folding lawn chairs.
● There will be no membership meetings in July and August. However from June through
August all our museums will be open on Thursdays from 1:00-pm until about 3:00-pm,
and on the first and third Sunday of the month from 1:00-pm until about 3:00-pm. The
sawmill will be running on those days.
● August 10 through August 21 we will have our display in the Historical Building on the
Erie County Fairgrounds.

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
On December 13, 1957, a group of Elma residents met at the town hall and
formed the Elma Historical Society. We were not chartered with the New York State
Parks Department until December 18, 1988. We have changed so much, and taken
on much more responsibility, since our very first meeting.
As I write this, I can’t help but think about the last eighteen years of our existence
that I have had as your president which included Elma’s sesquicentennial. Like any
organization we had our ups and downs, but I must say we had many more ups than
downs.
When I was first elected, we had 89 members, and we now have 201 members.
Sixteen of these members live in nine states, including Hawaii, Texas and Montana.
We also have many other supporting members and many companies who offer their
time and efforts when we call on them. And I can’t forget the support from the town,
and the highway and water departments.
Eighteen years ago, our only responsibility was the Hurd House Museum that we
opened in 1992. Then with Harry Carlson’s idea, we decided to build a barn for the
many 1800 era farm implements we were getting. With the help of our Elma
residents, and a very generous benefactor, our volunteers were able to build the barn
which opened in 2005, with none of the expense coming from the Town. Then Edith
Boller suggested it would be a wonderful thing if we had a sawmill. Again, our
residents, many companies, our volunteers and another generous benefactor,
allowed the mill to begin being built in 2008, with none of the expense coming from
the town. Many thanks for this project go to Fred Streif, Frank Maciejewski and
Donald Boller for building the sawmill. (continued on page 2)
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT (cont.)
We had seven trustees eight years ago, and now
have ten. We now have a website and are on Face
Book. We also have our ECHOS newsletter. Our
predecessors placed two historic markers, and in the
last 18 years our board placed six more around Elma
telling our history. They are for the North Star, Hatch
House, Hurd House (Big Flats), Blossom/Ebenezer,
Northrup, Elma Centre, East Elma, and Spring Brook.
We filled a time capsule for our sesquicentennial
which is stored in the basement of the town hall. We
held many apple pressing events using the mill wheel
to press the apples on an antique artifact, making
delicious apple cider. I cannot remember all the fun
things we did, but there were many.
So, now I am turning my gavel over to a new
president and want to personally take this time to
thank every benefactor who has made a monetary
donation, and each and every volunteer, both past and
present, who has helped our board put us on Elma’s
historical map. It’s been fun, and sometimes not so
much, but always a great challenge. I especially would
like to thank our treasurer Jean Newton for staying
with us all these years. In fact, most of our board have
been with us for all these years and, with all my heart,
I thank them too.
We will be looking forward to supporting our
upcoming new president, John Dudek, who, I’m sure,
will have many new ideas to help us preserve our
history. Good luck to you, John, and our new treasurer
Mary McIntosh together with our incoming board, as
we enter our upcoming 65th year of maintaining Elma’s
history.
— Marlene Baumgartner, President

PRESIDENT-ELECT REPORT
I am looking forward to helping lead the Historical
Society. As I said after the election of officers, some of
you may know me from my time as Town Supervisor
while others may know me from the Hardware store.
In between I helped lead 3 other non-profits in the
area, one being the Olmsted Parks Conservancy and
their work to carry on the legacy of Frederick Law
Olmsted. I believe my experience in all these areas
should be a help to continuing the good work that the
Society has been doing.
As many have said, “it’s hard to know where you
are going if you don’t know where you have been.” So
let’s continue to preserve and promote the past so
future generations can appreciate what came before
them.
— John Dudek, President-elect

SUNSHINE REPORT
In the last 5 months we have sent out 30 greeting
cards. Either get well, sympathy or thinking of you
cards. When someone receives the card from the
society and we talk with them, they tell me how much
it meant to them to receive it. Something so small can
make a difference. Let me know if you hear of a
member who could use a word of cheer and feel the
same. Call Margaret, 652-6256
— Margaret Maciejewski, Sunshine

WEBSITE REPORT
Routine updates have been made to the website
and Facebook page. New Tales of Old Elma are
delayed for a while; next is likely FDR's New Deal and
its connection to Oliver Cabana, Jr. of Pine Grove
Farm. A Thank You goes out to the Elma Review and
E.A. Advertiser as their editors are always most
supportive of the Society.
— Brian Szafranski, webmaster

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS REPORT
This specialty tool (photo below) is in the
collection in the barn. It is called Belt Punch Knife or
Belt Borer. It’s a tool used for punching a hole in a
round leather belt, like the drive belts used on treadle
sewing machines. It also included a blade to cut the
ends of the belt, and a crimper to secure the wire clip
that went through the holes at the ends of the belt. It
was made by the William Schollhorn Co. of New
Haven, CT. The brand name of Bernard’s is found on
the back side of the tool with patent dates of May
1890, Dec. 1892 and April 1907. This example has a
production date of July 1907. Schollhorn Co. made
other parallel jaw pliers and punches, such as railroad
conductor ticket punches.
— Paul Rauff, Buildings & Grounds

TREASURER REPORT
It has been my privilege to be the Society
Treasurer for the past 17 years. However, it is time
to retire. I have enjoyed my position and want to
thank you all for your help and encouragement. It’s
been a most satisfying and pleasurable experience.
— Jean Newton, Treasurer
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HOSTESS REPORT

CURATOR REPORT

In conjunction with Elma Days and the car show,
the Elma Historical Society is serving a Wendels
chicken BBQ on Sunday June 12 at the Elma Senior
Center. We are serving ½ chicken with 2 sides
beginning at 12-noon. It will be eat in or take out. The
cost is 15 dollars. Please support the Elma Historical
Society.
Our tea was a great success. The food was
delicious and our fashion show was lots of fun. A special
thanks to our fabulous models. They did a super job.
Thank you to everyone who attended. Thanks also
to all that helped prepare and serve the food. Lastly the
tea could not have taken place without the help of the
"Thursday Girls." They worked for weeks setting up the
tables and dishes and arranging the displays in the
house. Hope we can do it again next year. Photos
appear on page 3.
— Eileen Holden, Hostess

Thank you to the unknown individual who donated
this beautiful 1940's child's rattan porch rocker with
original chair pad (below). Be sure to look for this item
when you visit the museum.
Volunteers are always needed to help in our
museums on Thursdays and Sundays. If
interested, please contact me at 652-0409.
— Dixie Coffman, Curator

HISTORIAN'S CORNER
The scene in the photo at the bottom was taken in
the 1870’s in Spring Brook in the vicinity of Pound Rd.
and Seneca St. (historic Plank Rd.). Photo from the
Elma Historical Society Research Library.
The building to the right is the schoolhouse which
was too small for the community was sold by Michael
Clifford in 1873 to Michael Beck for $25 and moved by
Beck to the location in the photo adjacent to his
blacksmith shop. That building was no doubt School
10. A new larger school building replaced that building
further down Seneca St.
— Frank Maciejewski, Town Historian

SAWMILL REPORT
There is little more to report on the
sawmill. As an update, the additional
structural
upgrades
have
been
completed, and that along with
additional safety fencing means that
the Sawmill is ready for viewing and
demonstrations.
Our next project will be rebuilding
the sluiceway inside the building. The
old one was removed along with a
portion of the flooring for access while
adding the additional foundations.
We
are
still
looking
for
volunteers
to
help
with
demonstrations of the sawing
process as well as for general help.
At present we are open on
Thursday from 1:00-pm to 4:00-pm
and by appointment.
— Fred Streif, Sawmill Operations
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SOCIETY NEWS

OFFICERS

Photos from our Annual Spring Tea are below.

President: Marlene Baumgartner (652-9458)
President-Elect: John Dudek (474-5198)
V.P.-Elect: Marlene Baumgartner (652-9458)
Secretary: Susan Sudlik (687-1516)
Treasurer: Jean Newton (652-9274)
Treasurer-Elect: Mary McIntosh (652-5077)

TRUSTEES
Barn Operations: Jay Elliott (652-3533)
Buildings & Grounds: Paul Rauff (270-7082)
Curator: Dixie Coffman (652-0409)
E.C. Fair Display: Mike Ternullo (652-0047)
Fund Raising: Patty Burdette (655-0695)
Hostess: Eileen Holden (652-0648)
Membership: Betty Braun-Renauld (683-5258)
Mill Operations: Fred Streif (465-4876)
Sunshine: Margaret Maciejewski (652-6256)
Webmaster/Publicity: Brian Szafranski (805-0102)

HONORARY TRUSTEE
Elma Town Supervisor: Wayne Clark (652-3260)

TOWN HISTORIAN
Elma Historian: Frank Maciejewski (652-6256)

WEB ADDRESSES
Website: www.elmanyhistory.com
Social: www.facebook.com/groups/elmanyhistory
General email: elmahistory@aol.com
News email: webmaster@elmanyhistory.com

MUSEUM HOURS
1:00-pm through 3:00-pm every Thursday and 1st and 3 rd
Sundays from May thru September; or by appointment.
Museum buildings are handicapped accessible

MUSEUM STORE & GIFT SHOP
The Centuries in Elma and Chronicles of Elma history books
are available for sale. We no longer hold any issues of our
first history book, History of Elma, for sale. Many other titles
with a local connection are available. Other gifts are
available. Veterans and active military members receive a
15% discount.
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