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SOCIETY EVENTS AND MEETINGS
֎ MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS are held every second Monday of the month at
7:00-pm in the Elma Senior Center, except in July and August. See below.
֎ SOCIETY BOARD MEETINGS are held every first Wednesday of the month at
1:00-pm in Hurd House. Members may attend; seating is limited.
֎ MEMBERSHIP MEETING on Monday, Sept. 12 at 7:00-pm at Elma Senior Center.
Society By-Laws will be voted on by members. Includes a 20 minute video on the
Orphan Train. Light refreshments to be served. Open to the public.
֎ SPECIAL MUSEUM HOURS FOR AASLH CONFERENCE from 12:30-pm to
4:30-pm on Sept. 14-thru-17 for attendees of the American Association for State &
Local History conference in Buffalo. Museum closed Sept. 18.
֎ APPLE PRESSING & PUMPKIN FESTIVAL on Saturday, Oct. 8 from Noon to
3:00-pm in Elma Village Green Park. Kids get to pick a pumpkin to take home.
Enjoy Mayer Brothers cider & donuts.
֎ FALL BASKET RAFFLE AND PORK & CHICKEN DINNER on Monday, October
24. Reservations required; call Eileen at 716-652-0648. Doors open: 5:00-pm;
dinner starts: 6:00-pm. Members: please donate a basket; drop off at museum or
call Eileen. Dinner: $20. Raffle tickets: $5/sheet.

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
In the past 30 years I have worked in or served in several non-profit
organizations. I have had the pleasure of working with some talented and impressive
Boards of Directors. None has impressed me more than the group we have here at
our Elma Historical Society. The dedication and the invested time goes beyond
whatever I could think or imagine.
To hear the story of the sawmill and all that went into its design, engineering, and
building blows my mind. No detail was left unturned. The water wheel alone weighs
almost 2000 pounds. That’s a ton. One ton. Incredible. And it powers our sash saw,
one of only 3 of its type east of the Mississippi. More on that later.
But I digress. The people here hold an incredible amount of institutional memory
crammed alongside all they know about the history of Elma. And whenever you talk
about institutional memory you have to include our past President Marlene
Baumgartner. Eighteen years is a long time to lead an organization and she has done
a great job. Thank you Marlene. I can only hope to do as good a job as you did.
Going forward I would like to focus more on the things that make our town, our
history, and how the town developed unique. I recently learned of the chicken farm on
what is now Finnegan Drive. It was pretty big. Amazing. I like to hear stories like this.
I’m sure some of you have stories you could share about growing up or living in Elma.
Maybe you have some photos or other tidbits that can only be found in Elma. Please
share them with us. Our Curator and volunteers will take great care of them. I don’t
want people to look at what we do and say “so what.” I want them to say, “that
happened in Elma?” Yes Virginia. That happened right here in Elma. I truly believe
there is much more to discover here in our backyard. (continued on page 2)
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SUNSHINE REPORT

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
(continued)
If you would like to meet some of these people
please plan on attending our next general meeting on
September 12. We have some Society business that
we need you to vote on. There will be a short movie
and refreshments. We will share some of our
upcoming events as well. To stay informed on what’s
happening, please check out our web page at
Elmanyhistory.com. Our webmaster does a great job
to keep that updated with our events and other
pertinent information.
Now for more on our sash saw. The American
Association for State and Local History (AASLH.org) is
having their National conference in Buffalo September
14-17. We have invited all who are attending to come
visit our campus, and specifically the sawmill (see
advertisement below). We are excited to see who
comes out and how many new friends we make. We
are looking forward to it.
Thanks for listening. There is so much more to
come and we want you to be a part of it! ↓
— John Dudek, President

It has been a quiet summer for “Sunshine” cards.
If you know of someone who could use a card to
cheer them up or a card of congratulations, please let
me know. Call Margaret, 716-652-6256.
— Margaret Maciejewski, Sunshine

ERIE COUNTY FAIR DISPLAY REPORT
This year, the theme for the Erie County Fair’s
historical display was Transportation. Elma presented
“Transportation Through a Child's Eyes” and featured
the modes of transportation that were used by children
throughout history. We showcased a homemade WWII
pedal car airplane, a high-rise bicycle, a news wagon,
th
a sleigh, and snowshoes. We placed 7 out of a field
of about 30 displays. Many thanks to all those who
helped in the design, transport, assembly, and
takedown of this year’s display. See photo below. ↓
— Mike Ternullo, Erie County Fair Display

SOCIETY NEWS
Eagle Scout candidate Allan VanSplunder, of
Troop 325 of Annunciation Church completed his
project. Under his leadership, his troop installed 130
feet of split-rail fence from the mill to Bowen Road
along the raceway. See photo below. They also
repaired the fence around the Elma Garden Club herb
garden at the Museum. ↓
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ANNUAL FALL DINNER
AND BASKET RAFFLE
Our annual basket raffle and pork & chicken dinner
th
will be held Monday, October 24 at the Elma Senior
Center. Doors will open at 5 PM and dinner will be
served at 6 PM.
The cost of the dinner is $20 and raffle tickets are $5
a sheet. Reservations are required. Please call Eileen
at 716-652-0648.
We are hoping that members can donate a basket or
gift card for the raffle. Completed baskets can be
dropped off at the museum. Call your friends and make
your reservations.
See you at the dinner.
— Eileen Holden, Hostess
— Patty Burdette, Fundraising
THE TRUNK TELLS A STORY →
With only a quick glance at the trunk shown in the
associated photograph, it looks like an old wooden
discarded item. However, when looking at it with an eye
toward history, one can imagine the story it tells of an early
settler in Elma. One of our Elma Historical Museum’s
newest and more notable artifacts is this immigrant travel
trunk, with the inscription reading “Carl Friedrich Schonthal
Friedrichsthal 1847.” From these details one can determine
that the immigrant came from Friedrichsthal, a town in the
Saarbrüken region of Germany. With a date of 1847, this
trunk likely traveled across the Atlantic Ocean from
Germany to the New World nine years prior to the
establishment of the Town of Elma in 1856. The name
“Schonthal” is spelled on the trunk with an “o”, but the
current Schoenthal family in Elma has spelled it with “oe.”
This is an example of the common process of early
immigrant names being converted to a new “American”
spelling, such as removing umlauts like “ö.”
The wooden Schonthal immigrant trunk is a tangible
reminder of the immigration story of so many European
pioneers who pulled up stakes in their country of origin and
headed on their long journey to a New World of
opportunities and challenges, dreams and heartaches. The
capacity of the trunk defines the amount of possessions the
pioneer could bring to facilitate their transition into a new
life. They may have packed warm clothing, tools, seeds,
food, and items to remind them of their previous life and
relationships. Not knowing where they would settle, and a
lack of accurate information about what supplies would be
needed, would have made the packing of the trunk a
difficult process. One can wonder what items the owner of
this trunk carefully stowed in it and what treasured items
may have been left behind.
The Schonthal trunk is one of three immigrant trunks
currently on display in the Elma Historical Museum. One of
them is the Stitz trunk (circa 1845). These trunks illustrate
the strong German influence in the early days of the Town
of Elma, where the German language is said to have been
commonly spoken until around 1900. If you have an
opportunity, stop by our museum to look at the trunks and
reflect on the stories they convey to you.
— Frank Maciejewski, Elma Town Historian
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SAWMILL REPORT
As you can imagine, the sawmill requires a lot of
maintenance and upkeep. Low water levels and a
problem with the waterwheel turning on the main
driveshaft have created several sawing problems. We
are currently trying to bring the sawing operation back
on-line.
We have to give a big thank you to Stoney
Manufacturing and its crew for designing and installing
several bushings in a tie-rod, which is used to produce
the up and down motion of the water-powered sash
saw (the only one in all of New York State).
With continued help from our dedicated volunteer
crew we will continue to perform sawing
demonstrations as well as explain the historic
significance of the building to visitors.
At present we are open on Thursday from 1:00-pm
to 3:00-pm and by appointment.
— Fred Streif, Sawmill Operations

WEBSITE & PUBLICITY REPORT
Routine updates have been made to the website
and Facebook page. New Tales of Old Elma are being
worked on; the last was on inventor Daniel McPherson
(in Elma Cemetery).
Over 100 issues of The Milling World originally
published in Buffalo in the 1880s and 1890s) and
similar milling documents now online for free
downloading labeled, “Courtesy of Elma NY Historical
Society.” These rare old documents have now become
a dedicated category on archive.org.
— Brian Szafranski, webmaster
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MUSEUM COMPLEX TOURS

OFFICERS

July & August were busy months for the Elma Museum
Complex. Along with regular visitors, we also were host to
three large tours: The Red Hat Group, Early Ford V8 Club and
The Elma/East Aurora Homeschool Association (as seen in
picture). Everyone received a demonstration of the historical
Hurd and Briggs Sawmill and tours of the Barn and Hurd
House.
Do you belong to a group or organization that would enjoy
learning the history of Elma? We can provide tours through
September & October or set one up for next year. Contact the
Museum at 716-655-0046. ↓
— Dixie Coffman, Curator

President: John Dudek (474-5198)
Vice President: Linda Reimer (652-8810)
Secretary: Susan Sudlik (687-1516)
Treasurer: Mary McIntosh (652-5077)

TRUSTEES
Barn Operations: Jay Elliott (812-2651)
Buildings & Grounds: Paul Rauff (270-7082)
Curator: Dixie Coffman (652-0409)
E.C. Fair Display: Mike Ternullo (652-0047)
Fund Raising: Patty Burdette (655-0695)
Hostess: Eileen Holden (652-0648)
Membership: Betty Braun-Renaud (683-5258)
Mill Operations: Fred Streif (465-4876)
Sunshine: Margaret Maciejewski (652-6256)
Web & Publicity: Brian Szafranski (805-0102)

HONORARY TRUSTEE
Elma Town Supervisor: Wayne Clark (652-3260)

TOWN HISTORIAN
Elma Historian: Frank Maciejewski (652-6256)

WEB ADDRESSES
Website: www.elmanyhistory.com
Social: www.facebook.com/groups/elmanyhistory
General email: elmahistory@aol.com
News email: webmaster@elmanyhistory.com

MUSEUM COMPLEX HOURS
st

rd

1:00-3:00-pm every Thurs, on the 1 & 3
Sundays from May through September, or
by appointment. Handicapped accessible

MUSEUM STORE & GIFT SHOP

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS REPORT
Task completed. The Big Flats marker was in need of
restoration. The paint was faded, peeling, its aluminum base
was oxidizing. The Pomeroy Foundation creates the markers
but leaves the maintenance to local individuals. The marker
was cleaned, primed and painted, and returned to its place in
front of the museum. See photo. ↓
— Paul Rauff, Buildings & Grounds

The Centuries in Elma and Chronicles of Elma
history books are available for sale. Many
other titles with a local connection are
available. Other gifts are available. Veterans
and active military members receive a 15%
discount.

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
Annual dues are: $10 for individuals, $15 for
families, and $150 for lifetime. For a copy of a
membership application visit Membership on
the Society website; or send a check with your
name and address to: Membership; Elma
Historical Society PO Box 84; Elma, NY
14059-0084. Include your email address if you
prefer to receive a PDF version of the
quarterly newsletter.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
First of all thanks to all the members of the
Elma Historical Society for paying your dues,
it’s very much appreciated. Those that have
not paid for 2022-23 there will be a red dot
on your newsletter to remind you. Thank
you for all your interest in our museum.
— Betty Braun-Renaud, Membership
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