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The Society is grateful, and a sincere
thank you, to all of our members and
others who took the time to send
donations. Your help in maintaining our
museum complex in these trying times is
most appreciated.

QUILT RAFFLE WINNERS
FIRST PRIZE – Quilt
Laurie-Jean Stachowiak
SECOND PRIZE - $50
Jane Funke
THIRD PRIZE - $25 to Bipperts
Don and Maureen Weis
Thanks to everyone who bought tickets or
sold tickets.
Kathy Markowski, Coordinator

Notes from the President’s Desk
I don’t find it necessary to tell anyone that
2020 will go down as one of the worst years we
have had in our lifetime. But we must look to a
brighter 2021 so we can keep our sanity. I read
somewhere that if you decorate your home early
for Christmas it will brighten you up and help
with the winter and virus blues. So, with that in
mind our Thursday crew decorated the museum
for Christmas and it looks lovely. I want to thank
the volunteers from the Society, and the VFW
Auxiliary for helping with the decorations, and
Betty Braun for setting up her mangers for all of
us to enjoy.

Come and see the collection of Nativity sets
that are part of the museum collection and
dating back to the 1880s, and over 30 Nativity
sets belonging to Betty Braun. The display will
be advertised on our website and newspapers.
Sadly, because of Covid-19, we had to
cancel our Christmas party, but we can have
visitors come by appointment to see our special
Christmas display of mangers. Guests can call
the museum at 655-0046 or me at 652-9458 for
an appointment. Because of Covid-19 you will
be required to wear a mask.
The other buildings are closed at this time
and we look forward to opening them next spring
and getting back to normal with people coming
by to see our collections, how a mill works, and
how farming was done in the 1800s. (cont. pg. 2)
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Work on the mill repair and the barn
extension are on hold now and also because of
the weather.
With Covid-19 I am trying to do some things
that were put off for a long time. Jan Kaufmann
(Bunnie) has been a big help in the library. By
organizing and sorting the many boxes and
folders, we are making more room and find it
easier to locate files.
On behalf of the board, we wish all of you a
happy and very healthy holiday season. May all
of our prayers be answered to rid us of this
terrible situation with the virus and hope 2021
will be a much better year.
Marlene Baumgartner, President
ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING
Our annual lighting of the Christmas tree
near the sawmill will take place on Saturday,
th
December 5 at 4:30 pm. We encourage our
board and a few members to be there for Santa
to light the tree. However, as you can guess,
Santa will not be able to greet the children at the
museum that day due to Covid-19.
But Santa still wants to let the children know
that he would like to hear from them and that
they should continue being good boys and girls.

NATIVITY SETS
Tradition has it that Saint Francis of Assisi
created the first crèche in 1223 when he
mounted a living nativity scene, consisting of a
manger, an ox and a donkey, as part of a
Christmas Eve Mass he organized while visiting
the mountain town of Grecio. Staged in a cave
near Grecio, Saint Francis' nativity scene was a
living one with humans and animals cast in the
Biblical roles. Pope Honorius III gave his
blessing to the exhibit.
The familiar cast of characters we see
today—namely the three wise men and the
shepherds—aren’t biblically accurate. Of the
four gospels in the New Testament, only
Matthew and Luke describe Jesus’ birth, the
former focusing on the story of the wise men’s
trek to see the infant king, the latter recounting
the shepherds’ visit to the manger where Jesus
was born. Nowhere in the Bible do the
shepherds and wise men appear together, and
nowhere in the Bible are donkeys, oxen, cattle,
or other domesticated animals mentioned in
conjunction with Jesus’ birth. But early nativity
scenes took their cues more from religious art
than from scripture.
While living Nativity scenes still exist today,
much more popular are static versions that
require no real people or animals. Nativity
scenes on display at the Vatican, the White
House, and in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania are
three of the most widely-known in the world.
Marlene Baumgartner, President

Sunshine

Santa has a mailbox for Letters to Santa on
the porch to the Hurd House Museum. Children
can drop their letters in the mail box and Santa’s
helpers at the museum will be sure he gets
them. This information will be sent to the papers,
schools, etc. Be sure your grandchildren,
children and neighborhood children know about
this. We want to have as many children as
possible send a letter.

Hope you are all well as we enter into the
holiday season. Any positive news is welcomed
as we finish this very difficult year.
Betty Pfender, a lifetime member and
longtime Elma resident, passed away in
October. She was an accomplished artist and
was involved with our Historical Society. We
send our sympathies to her family.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year 2021.
You may request a greeting by calling
Margaret at 652-6256.
Margaret Maciejewski, Sunshine
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SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY WITH A
GIFT FROM OUR MUSEUM STORE
Elm Tree Charm: $80 for 14k
gold (right); $35 silver.
Available at the Elma Town
Hall.
st

1 Elma history book History
Of The Town Of Elma NY
1620–1901 by Jackman;
contains much of what we know
about Old Elma, price at Museum: $30.
nd

2 Elma history book is now being reprinted for
Christmas gift buying, Centuries In Elma 1906–
1957: $37.

WEBSITE REPORT
A webpage was added, Brief History Of
Elma, containing a 1971 Town of Elma history
article by Mrs. Courtland Briggs, a former Town
Historian. A high-visibility text-crawler has been
added to the Home page under the top banner
for Events info and other news (see screen
image below). Otherwise, limited work has been
performed save routine updates, additions, and
corrections.
Brian Szafranski, Webmaster

rd

3 Elma history book, Chronicles of Elma, New
York 1957–2014: $30.
To ship a hardcover book as a gift to someone
in USA add $5 for USPS Media Mail (expect
delays in Dec.), or add $13 for Priority Mail 2Day.
The complete list of gifts can be found on
www.ElmaNYHistory.com/Museum-Store. 15% off
prices for veterans and active members of the
military.

SAWMILL
Good news for the Sawmill. An engineering
study designed to upgrade the Sawmill capacity
to an industrial status has been accepted by the
Town. The increase in structural support will
include additional foundations to be installed to
improve the floor loading from 40 lb. to 100 lb.
per sq. ft. There are also additional safety
improvements to the observation area. Hopefully
these improvements can be completed this
coming spring and the mill will be opened to the
public for sawing demonstrations.
We are currently talking with contractors and
subcontractors to accomplish the improvements.
Fred Streif, Mill Operations
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HISTORIAN’S CORNER
How an iPhone has Advanced the Recording
of Oral Histories
In the past few months I received requests
for preserving the recollections of long-time
Elma residents through a process of interviewing
them about their experiences of living in Elma
over the years. Years ago, historians might have
recorded these interviews with a reel-to-reel
tape recorder, and then in more recent years
may have used a cassette tape recorder.
However, this process would have required
face-to face interviewing, and maybe even a
third person to manage the device to record the
conversation. This close contact would be
prohibited because of the COVID 19 pandemic.

Wishing Everyone a Peaceful
Christmas and a Healthy New
Year with Great Possibilities.

Through problem-solving how to preserve
these oral records of historical memories in the
era of COVID-19, I became aware that this type
of face to face interview with a mechanical
recorder was no longer necessary. I learned that
there are electronic means available of capturing
a digital recording using one of many
smartphone Apps. By using the Voice memo
app on my iPhone, I have been able to conduct
these important interviews virtually, rather than
being in the same physical space as the
interviewee. Our conversations are digitally
preserved in a much more durable format than
we had years ago, as magnetic tape recordings
of the past could degrade over time and their
content is lost. Digital recordings preserve
historical memories as told in the person's own
voice. This will allow those interested in the
history of Elma to hear their grandparent's,
neighbor's, or other resident's voices, along with
their lifetime of memories of living in the town.
As Elma Town Historian, I have already
interviewed one gentleman using this method.
Another benefit of a digital recording is that
they can be easily distributed (shared) via email,
and can be stored permanently for little to no
cost. At this point, a file system needs to be
devised so that digital files of the interviews can
be preserved in an electronic index, and
perhaps made available on a dedicated website.
Frank Maciejewski, Town Historian
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